
Concerning H. Con. Res. 75

We, the undersigned Assyrian federations of Europe, are issuing this 
statement in order to express our concerns regarding H. Con. Res. 75, 
calling for recognition of the genocidal violence unfolding in Iraq as well as 
for prevention measures. We will also allude to other current proposed 
legislation for 2016 where appropriate.  

We wish to firstly say that we appreciate any and all efforts to raise 
awareness of the plight facing the Assyrian people, a nation whose 
populations in Europe we strive to represent. Due to wave after wave of 
ongoing persecution and ethnic cleansing unleashed against the Assyrian 
nation over the past century, there are now more Assyrians in diaspora than 
in the ancestral homeland – occupied Assyria – to which we are indigenous. 
This devastating reality has only redoubled our commitment to those 
Assyrians who remain in the Middle East, proudly and stubbornly 
representing our heritage and our future.

Therefore, we feel the need to elaborate on several points in the HCR 75 
Resolution that do not account for the complexity of the situation in Iraq and 
Syria, especially with regards to Assyrians.

-- Including Kurds as a fellow ‘ethnic and religious minority’ in this 
Resolution fundamentally mischaracterizes the power relations between the 
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and the rest of the groups named, The 
KRG is utilizing its political and security autonomy to further the interests of 
the Kurdish people of Iraq – often at the expense of other ethnic groups – 
and the rest of the groups named are in urgent need of direct support to 
steel them against future calamities.

Assyrian inhabitants of the Nineveh Plains were systematically disarmed by 
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) peshmerga approximately two weeks prior 
to the ISIS assault on the area. This act follows years of KRG attempts to 
subvert Assyrian efforts to buttress independent civil society, security and 
political organisations in the Nineveh Plains, an area which, despite 
containing a negligible Kurdish demographic presence, has been declared a 
‘disputed territory’ by the KRG since 2003.  The KRI assured the inhabitants 
of the Nineveh Plains that Peshmerga could protect them more effectively 
than independent Assyrian security forces. This claim was deployed to 
mollify these inhabitants until the very last minute before ISIS entered the 
Nineveh Plains, at which point the Peshmerga withdrew and exposed 
Assyrians to genocide. 

In Sinjar, the ancestral home of the Yezidi people, the same pattern was 
repeated: it has been reported that Yezidis were even threatened with the 
withdrawal of salaries and the annulment of employment if they fled in the 
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weeks prior to the Peshmerga withdrawal and ISIS incursion which has 
devastated their community, perhaps irrevocably. Masoud Barzani’s recent 
declaration that “aside from the Kurdistan flag, no other flag will rise in 
Sinjar” has fallen on deaf ears for those Yezidi forces who have been fighting 
ISIS in Sinjar, even in the face of KDP persecution for operating 
independently, since the extremist group tore through their homeland. 
Conflicts are already emerging in Sinjar between independent Yezidi forces 
and Kurdish Peshmerga.

Let us consult statements made by the KRG itself to establish their true 
position in relation to ISIS. Jabbar Yawar, Secretary General of the Kurdish 
Ministry of Peshmerga, announced after the rise of ISIS that the Nineveh 
Plain, among other lands, would be incorporated into the Kurdistan Region, 
and that “our border is [now] with ISIL, not the Iraqi government.” In the 
same Reuters article from June 13th of last year, a KRG official is 
anonymously quoted as spelling out the strategic benefits of ISIS for the KRI 
even more clearly: “ISIL gave us in two weeks what Maliki has not given us in 
eight years.” In other words, on the back of the advent of ISIS, arguably the 
most heinous and extremist terrorist organisation in the world today, the KRI 
used the military strength of the Peshmerga – which they refused to deploy 
to defend non-Kurdish peoples against ISIS – to override the political process 
that had hitherto impeded their expansionist aims. (Another recent 
illustration of this process is taking place in Tuz Khurmatu, in which Kurdish 
militias are ethnically cleansing Turkmen.) 

The Department of State, Foreign Operations and Related Programs 
Appropriations Bill for 2016 worryingly asserts “the effectiveness of the 
Kurdish Regional Government [KRG] in countering Islamic extremists”. The 
Committee on Appropriations Report justifies the need for support of the 
“Kurdish Peshmerga” owing to their having a “national security mission” (pg. 
92). Nowhere in either of these documents is there recognition of the need 
for direct support for Assyrians, a fact that threatens to defeat the 
Committee’s professed expectation that “funds made available in this title 
[will] enhance the security of Iraq’s religious and ethnic minority populations, 
including Christians.” Without this recognition, provisions of support aimed 
at “the Christian community particularly in the Nineveh Plains” risk being not 
merely ineffective but counter-productive.

At the very least, the analysis we have provided above should call into 
question the notion of the Peshmerga as a force primarily committed to 
combating ISIS and as a key partner in the quest to restore stability to Iraq. 
We add this last point in the awareness that this resolution will have political, 
security and strategic implications going forward.
-- Since this resolution concerns itself with ethno-religious groups as such 
under threat of genocide, we must point out that hundreds if not thousands 
of members of ISIS are ethnic Kurds, a fact that is widely reported in 
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mainstream Kurdish news and media and attested to by numerous reports of 
KRG arrests.

-- What distinguishes the targeting of Assyrians, Yezidis, Shabaks and other 
‘vulnerable’ minorities from that of Kurds and Arabs (who are also victims of 
ISIS violence) is that the former are at very real risk of complete annihilation 
from their ancestral lands whereas, thankfully, there is no conversation today 
about the imminent risk of a Middle East without Kurds or Arabs.

-- Your resolution should acknowledge these realities as a means of 
identifying truly efficacious solutions that will safeguard the existence and 
dignity of the Assyrian and Yezidi people and will prevent further 
demographic and territorial disfigurations across northern Iraq. It is essential 
for these solutions to take into account the long-established need for 
Assyrian and Yezidi local security and administration. The consequences of 
the failure to provide for these needs were made graphically clear by the 
collapse of central government commanded forces as well as the Peshmerga 
withdrawal which abandoned these indigenous peoples to the genocide 
described in this resolution. Ignoring these underlying and still very much 
present problems with power sharing in northern Iraq would be a profound 
injustice and a grievous error that would carry serious risks for national and 
regional stability going forward.

-- The resolution makes repeated reference to other ethnic groups, but 
Assyrians are limited only to a religious designation, as Christian. Indeed, we 
have been a largely Christian people since the time of the Apostles but we 
have no less than four millennia of history before Christ and have maintained 
our culture, language and ethnicity since the advent of Christianity. The 
name Assyrian not only defines our identity but links us to the land that we 
have continuously inhabited for thousands of years.  We hope the resolution 
can acknowledge this reality.

-- Finally, we are greatly alarmed by reports that have emerged in the past 
two weeks that the State Department wishes to exclude Christians from the 
genocide designation. This is an affront to the reality that Christians are 
facing in Iraq and Syria at the hands of extremists, where they are the victims 
of: the widespread destruction of cultural and religious architecture; 
dispossession and forced exodus on an unprecedented scale; forced 
religious conversion; mass abduction; sexual slavery; and public execution. 

Any area of Iraq and Syria in which extremist organisations such as ISIS and 
their ideological cohorts have exerted their influence or taken over territory 
has led to the total expulsion of the Christian population, along with the 
corollary atrocities mentioned above. 

Unfortunately, if the realities facing truly vulnerable populations as described 
above are not acknowledged and Christians are excluded from the genocide 
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designation, the political, as opposed to legal, nature of the decision as to 
who is included in this designation and why will be confirmed.

Yours,

The Assyrian Confederation of Europe 

Assyrian federation of Germany and European sections

Assyrian federation of United Kingdom

Assyrian federation of Sweden

Assyrian federation of Belgium
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